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... you’re bonkers, completely off your head ... but let me tell 

you a secret, all the best people are! (Alice in wonderland).    

   
Yes, it’s true, Minshull Madness is back!!! The fun, the frivolity and all the characters will be on the 

Badger field on Saturday 4th September 2021, gates open at 1.30pm and the races will start 

PROMPTLY at 2.00pm. After a tough 18 months it’s time to enjoy the simple pleasures of watching 

friends and family making fools of themselves wanging wellies, running, on space hoppers, 

hopping in builder’s bags and of course, not forgetting, the world famous Tug ‘O’ War contest!! 

The Badger bar will be there so you can purchase drinks along with delicious food as usual.                                                                                                                                                                                     

On Sunday the 5th September our Mini Country Show will take place. Judging by the wonderful 

entrants in 2019, I’m sure the standard will be as high. Categories are on pages 6 & 7 and will be 

on the Arena website and posters on the notice boards around the village, so be sure to look out 

and get your creative thinking caps on. Closed judging will take place before the event starts in the 

Marquee and don’t forget to get your pooches preened and trained in readiness for the doggie 

competitions ‘in the Ring’!! The show runs from 1.00 pm to 3.00pm. Hook a Duck, Bat a Rat and 

Tin Can Alley will be there to test your skills and patience!! With even a knobbly knees contest!!   

We can’t wait to see you all to end the summer in style.                         Love the Queen of Hearts xxx 

You’re mad … 
 

Contents:  * CM News, The Autumn Plant Sale & Art Exhibition page 3             

* New to the Area, pages 4/5    * Minshull Madness Country Show, pages 6/7 

 



A Letter from the vicar                                                    
“…God rested from all the work he had done…”           
If God needed to rest after he finished creating the 

world, it is hardly surprising that rest is essential for 

humanity.  it may seem odd to write about rest as we 

emerge from lockdown, with some feeling they are 

emerging from a long, enforced rest they would 

prefer not to have… others, particularly key workers, 

and especially many NHS staff are desperate for rest. 

Rest is something we rarely think about, yet God knew 

that it was so essential to our humanity that he built it 

into the heart of creation, resting on the seventh day 

of creation and making the seventh day holy.                        

In the Jewish-Christian tradition this seventh day has 

become the Sabbath; a practice we have largely lost in 

our frenetic 24/7 society, but which endures in the 

Jewish tradition.  It is perhaps something we should all 

aim to recover in a way which is appropriate to our 

lifestyle and stage of life.  Time to rest and re-create is 

never time wasted.  It is essential, even for God.                                                          

In the Church and in 

academic life, the 

concept of sabbath has 

long been valued, and 

takes the form of 

‘sabbatical’, a period of weeks (sometimes months or 

even a year) when a break is taken from daily life for 

the purpose of study and refreshment.  It is a concept 

which is growing in secular life too, with some large 

employers recognising the benefit of their staff taking 

time out for personal development and refreshment. 

In the Chester Diocese, clergy are able to request a 

sabbatical every 7 years, provided they have been in 

their current post for at least 3 years.  The guidelines 

state that it is helpful to have a clear purpose, 

although sabbatical need not be achievement-driven, 

and at least some of the sabbatical should be used for 

nothing more than recreation.                                                                                

Some of you may remember that I began to talk about 

taking a sabbatical 3 years ago.  This should have 

taken place in the autumn of 2020, but was delayed 

for obvious reasons. I will now take my sabbatical                                                                                                                              

from 5th  September until 3rd  December inclusive.        

During this time, I will be talking to lay people and 

clergy about what they think the rural church will look 

like in the future, both in the Chester Diocese, and in 

the Diocese of Exeter.  This will form the next phase of 

the research which I have been carrying out over the 

last few years, as I write a series of papers which will 

become a portfolio for examination for a PhD.  I will 

also be taking a few days retreat at Sheldon, a 

community in Devon which specialises in the care of 

people in ministry. Arrangements are being made to 

ensure that cover is in place, not only for services, but 

for other areas of parish life whilst I am on sabbatical. 

Please pray for me as I take this sabbatical, that it will 

be a time of refreshment, and consider too, the ways 

in which you can be refreshed, and discover again the 

benefits of Sabbath in daily life.     

Congratulations to Jim Britcliffe,  who was 

ordained Deacon by 

the Bishop of Chester 

in the Cathedral on 

7th July. Jim has been 

on placement for the 

last 18 months in the 

Cross Country 

Parishes, including 

taking part in the 

Café Church services 

as St Bart’s.  In the 

order of service, each of the ordinands being ordained 

was asked to write a couple of sentences telling how 

they had seen the grace and power of God in the past 

year of their ministry as ordinands.  Jim’s response 

was: ‘This past year of ministry I have seen the grace 

and power of God most clearly in the people of my 

new home parishes who have so warmly welcomed 

and encouraged me on my journey.’  We were able to 

present Jim with a copy of Nicholas King’s new 

translation of the Bible on behalf of the parishes on 

his final Sunday with us.                                                    

Who we are …                                                                  
Rev. Anne Lawson – Vicar        The Vicarage, Chester Rd. Acton, CW5 8LG               Tel. 01270 628864                        

Parish Sec. Helen Harper    Office Open Tues & Thurs   9.30am – 12 noon   

crosscountryparishes@outlook.com                                                                                               

Churchwardens             John Headon      01270 522353    &      David Barrett      01270 522266                    

PCC Sec.    Rachael Lewis     07802 568845           Treasurer      Elizabeth Headon     07925 062173       

Organists        Audrey Colquhoun     01270 255671      &     Ruth Edge       01270 522234                    

websites      www.stbartschurchminshull.org.uk         www.facebook.com/stbartschurchminshull            

To contact us email:   insightstbarts@gmail.com 
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Church Minshull News                                                 

On 27th June Messy Church was 

back hearing about the resilience 

of Moses and how he led the 

Israelites through the Red Sea. It 

was wonderful to be outside and 

great to welcome so many children back. There was a 

special visitor, the Balloon Wizard and he made 

balloon animals for all the children and anything else 

they could challenge him with.   

     

 
July’s Messy was all about David and Goliath, how 

David had confidence in his own abilities and to be 

brave in a fearful situation. We discussed when we 

were brave and what we were frightened of and had 

our refreshments with ice lollies. We will meet again 

in September.                                                                         

Cafe Church 

started again on 

11th July and it was 

great to see so 

many familiar faces 

return after a nine 

month absence. The subject was freedom and we 

listened to songs, poetry and bible readings on the 

subject. We also looked at our own 'Good, Bad and 

Ugly' thoughts from the lockdowns. Cakes and biscuits 

were plentiful and David did a great job keeping the 

coffee flowing.                                                                                            

It is with great sadness  that we announce the 

death of Val Atkinson, a regular member of our 

congregation, particularly at Café and Messy Church 

services. She will be remembered in our prayers. The 

funeral details will be placed on the church notice 

board when known.                                                                              

The mobile library bus service will be visiting 

Church Minshull next on August 3rd & 23rd and 

September 14th. It will arrive at the Badger Inn car 

park at 10am then travel to Home Farm Park South at 

11.10am and Home Farm Park North at 11.30am.                                
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Plant Sale and Art Exhibition     

   

The Autumn Plant Sale is back again for the weekend of the 11th & 12th September 

from 10am to 5pm. The very popular bulb stall will be with us again and in church 

there will be refreshments and an Art Exhibition from a new group based in Winsford. 

We are LOOKING FOR GROUP LEADERS for the 

Alpha Course running weekly on a Tuesday 

evening from 14th Sept. to 23rd Nov. 2021.                                                    

Can you help?                                                                      

Contact Jane on 07872343079 – please leave a 

message if I can’t answer.                                                    

Leaders training will be on 31st August at          

The Spinney, Church Minshull. 



Services   Correct at time of going to press. 

New to the village.                                                                          
When REV LESLEY BENTLEY came 

to Church Minshull with her 

husband, John, in March 2021 it 

coincided with the second 

lockdown and she was looking 

for a new path following her 

retirement in 2019 from the post 

of Director of Ministry in the 

Diocese of Lichfield.  She’d been 

holding down a tough job 

responsible for curacy, in-service       
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training and appraisal of the clergy. As a final blast 

before retirement, she had spent a year working as an 

interim team rector heading up a local ministry team 

for the Mid Trent team from her home village of Salt, 

near Stafford. This is a small rural community similar 

to Church Minshull and facing similar social issues.   

During lockdown, Salt church offered a valuable 

weekly bread delivery and church members worked 

with other members of the communities in giving 

practical guidance and assistance to victims of the 

pandemic. The Mid Trent team comprises ten 

churches, eight PCCs, the Team Rector and Team Vicar 

and two voluntary ministers.

Date St Bartholomew’s     
Church Minshull 

St Mary’s                      
Acton 

St Davids                     
Wettenhall 

St Oswald’s         
Worleston 

1st August 11am United @ Worl. 11am United @ W. 11am United @ W. 11am United here 

8th August 
 

11am United Café 
Church 

8am Communion    
11am United @ C.M.    

11am United @ C.M. 11am United @ C.M. 

15th August  
 

10am United Messy 
Church @ Acton 

10am Messy Church  
5pm Evensong 

10am United @ 
Acton 

10am United @ 
Acton 

22nd August 11am United @ Wett. 8am Communion 
11am United @ Wett 

11am United 
Communion 

11am United @ Wett. 

29th August 
 

11am United at Acton 11am United 
Communion 

11am United @ 
Acton 

11am United @ 
Acton 

5th  Sept. 
 

11am Service of the 
Word 

11am Communion 
5pm Evensong 

11am Morning 
Prayer 

No Service 

12th Sept. 11am Café Church 8am Communion  
11am Morning Prayer 

9.30am Communion 11am Communion 

19th Sept. 9.30am Brief 
Communion 

10am Messy Church 
5pm Evensong 

11am All Age No Service 

26th Sept.  11am Messy Church 8am Communion  
11am Morning Prayer 

6.30pm Harvest 9.30am Morning 
Prayer 

     

 

 

Alpha is a chance to 

explore life and the 

Christian faith in a 

friendly, open & informal  

environment. 

It’s a time of great food, even 

better conversation and talks 

that make you think.                                             

If you come, we won’t call 

you after, write or ask you to 

pick up the cheque – the ball 

is completely in your court.                                                              

What have you got to lose? 

ALPHA AT THE CAFÉ  -  ST BART’S, TUES. 14TH SEPT. 6.30 pm                            
You are invited to come along on your own or with friends to 

experience Alpha. We will meet at St. Bart’s Church for a meal, 
followed by a film and discussion/chat afterwards. We will then 

meet weekly for 12 weeks. It does not matter if you have or 
haven’t got faith, believe or don’t – this is the space to ask 

questions, challenge and choose. You will be made welcome.                                                                        

Please let us know if you are thinking of coming so we can 
plan the FOOD.                                                                                              

Contact Jane on 07872343079,  email timhough@btinternet.com                                       
or telephone 01270 522568 and leave a message if no answer. 

 

 



Lesley thinks that during the lockdowns the Church 

operated very well at a local level and was effective 

nationally in organising online worship and 

disseminating information.  

Having been one of the first female deacons, Lesley 

was ordained in 1982 and was in the first wave of 

women priests to crash through this particular glass 

ceiling.  She was also the first licensed priest in the 

Church to take maternity leave.  These “firsts” 

represent a considerable achievement in scaling the 

masculine ramparts of the Church of England and 

Lesley is justifiably proud of facing down 

institutionalised misogyny and making a difference 

which will affect future generations of females who 

will tread this path. She believes that if the outcome 

had been any different no one would have taken the 

Church seriously from that day to this.  Currently 

more women than men are going forward for 

ordination so it worked.  

For the future, Lesley believes that the Church must 

reach out to the people around it and meet current 

needs in a relevant and innovative way. Otherwise, it 

will not survive.  Initiatives such as our local Cafe 

Church and Messy Church are a great start and are 

essential to bring in new millennial Christians. For her 

part, for the first time Lesley has the opportunity to 

work without a job description  and put together a 

matrix of activities to carry her and John through to a 

future which is as vital and varied as her past 

life.  There are two constants:  firstly, her role as a 

priest in the Church.  What form should this take and 

where might it be? Secondly, Hands at Work in

 
Africa. This is a charity which aims to provide 

vulnerable children in sub-Saharan Africa with three 

essentials - food, healthcare and education.  It is 

currently feeding 7,500 children across five African 

countries, working to help children orphaned by HIV 

AIDS and otherwise living life on the edge.  Lesley has 

been involved for many years and feels that now she 

has more time she can contribute a lot more.  

Otherwise, she is happy to wait and see what God has 

planned for this next stage in the Lesley and John 

Bentley partnership.   Lesley will be writing more 

about Hands at Work in Africa in a future issue.               

.                                                             

Parish Council News                   
The last Parish Council meeting was held on the 6th 

June. For the previous 18 months all meetings had 

been held on Zoom but this time we were able to 

meet together in church as the village hall was 

already in use. A resident of the parish was also 

present but unfortunately, our  local councillor, 

Sarah Pochin, who is now mayor of Cheshire East, 

was unable to attend.                                                      

Flooding and Roads   

     
It has become a huge disappointment to all of us 

that despite our continuous attempts to get 

relevant people to now visit the parish to discuss 

the issues we detailed in our report and despite our 

MP, Edward Timpson’s very positive response to it, 

Cheshire East have not responded at all. Not by 

accepting receipt, responding to the details or 

visiting. Edward Timpson’s letter said:                                       

Dear Bob, Thank you very much for sending a copy 

of your meticulous flooding report, I am very 

impressed by the approach you have taken. As you 

know, flooding and rural issues are very important 

to me so I have asked the Chief Executive Officer at  

Cheshire East Council and the Secretary of State for 

the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to consider 

the points you raise through this report. I am sure 

they will take into account your concerns as they 

develop their thinking further and I will contact you 

again once I receive full responses. Thank you again 

for taking the time to contact me. Edward Timpson.       

No response has come from Lorraine O’Donnell (Chief 

Executive of Cheshire East) or George Eustace, 

(Secretary of State for the Environment) despite the 

fact that this letter was followed up by the Parish 

Council too. However, it is worth noting that some 

road works have been completed on Cross Lane. 

Efforts to try and get the press involved have also 

failed including the BBC NW. We will continue to try 

and get the press to help us.  If you haven’t seen it, 

our report is on the Village Arena website.                 5                                                                      



Village Hall Redevelopment                                                                    

This project is now progressing with an architectural 

team coming up with a plan for us. The steps after 

that will include getting grants and planning 

permission. Lots to do and it will take a long time!           

Village Improvements                                                                                 

We will be continuing to explore the 

opportunities around further tree 

planting later in the year - similar to 

previous efforts (location & local land 

owners agreement permitting). We 

are also in parallel further exploring 

the criteria for support via the 

Woodland Trust. This would be for a 

larger number of trees than previous planting efforts. 

However again getting agreements from land-owners 

will be key before this scheme can be applied for.                                                                                                                        

Parish Councillors                                                                                                   

Unfortunately, Robert Parton has decided to leave the 

Parish Council - mainly due to COVID restrictions now 

allowing the Aqueduct Marina to get going again. We 

thank Robert for his support on the Parish Council 

over the last few years and send our best wishes for 

the second half of 2021 and going forwards. If anyone 

is interested in joining the Parish Council, please get in 

touch with our Parish Clerk, Mark Robinson. email: 

clerk@cmparishcouncil.org                                                                                                         

Clr Bob Schiller (Chair) Clr Nigel Lewis (Vice-Chair) 

Minshull Madness - Country Fair Classes In The Tent         
ADULT CLASSES Rules/Instructions Judging Criteria 

A Photograph showing 
Church Minshull animals at 
their best 

An original photograph, printed on any size 
of paper, taken by the entrant and not 
published elsewhere. 

Meets the brief  

Knit or crochet a garment of 
your choice 

None Neatness 

Make a child’s toy Must be home made.  Free choice of 
materials. 

Creativity, quality of 
construction 

A flower arrangement in a 
recycled container 

Any recycled container including jam jar, 
plastic bottle, old shoe etc 

Overall Effect 

A jar of preserve (Jam, 
chutney, pickles etc) 

Must be home made Taste, Texture, 
Appearance 

A Chocolate Sponge Cake 
 

Must be home made Taste, Texture, 
Appearance 

   

CHILD CLASSES Rules/Instructions Judging Criteria 

A Photograph showing 
Church Minshull animals at 
their best 

An original photograph, printed on any size 
of paper, taken by the entrant and not 
published elsewhere. 

Meets the brief  

Make and Decorate Three 
Biscuits 

Must be home made Taste, Texture, 
Appearance 

Make an alien using sweets 
and/or vegetables 

Sweets & vegetables may be bought but the 
construction must be made by the entrant. It 
can be sweets or vegetables or both.  

Creativity 

Make a flower arrangement 
in a recycled container 

Any recycled container including jam jar, 
plastic bottle, old shoe etc 

Creativity, overall effect 

Garden on a plate – Make a 
garden on a plate using 
materials from in and 
around the home 

Use a paper plate and your own choice of 
materials 

Creativity, overall effect 

Draw or paint a picture of a 
favourite object, using any 
medium 

Hand made using pencil, crayon, paint etc Neatness and detail 
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Classes in the Ring                                            Starting at 1pm 

Class Rules/Instructions  Judging Criteria Time in the Ring 

Welcome and Introductions   1.00pm 

Fancy Dress Under 16 Bought or home-made 
costume 

Overall Effect 1:20pm 

Fancy Dress Open Bought or home-made 
costume 

Overall Effect 1:30pm 

Knobbly knee contest  Judges Opinion 1:40pm 
Dog with the waggiest tail  Judges’ Opinion 2:00pm 

Dog Obedience Class Dog will be expected to 
sit, owner will walk 

away, and dog will come 
when called.  

Distances may be 
increased in case of tie at 

the judges’ discretion 

2:10pm 

Fetch Class An object will be thrown 
for the dog to retrieve 
and return to owner 

Directness of retrieve 
and enthusiasm of dog 

for the task 

2:30pm 

The dog the Judge would 
like to take home 

 Judge’s Opinion 2.50pm 

Parade of ALL Winners and 
Presentation of Best in 

Show Trophy 

  3:00pm 

To enter classes in ring: 
turn up at 1pm 

 To enter classes in tent: 
deliver your entry to the 
tent between 11 - 12am  
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We launched a new exciting Summer menu on 29th July                    

   
OPENING HOURS  Monday to Thursday 11am – 10pm  +  Friday to Sunday 11am – 11pm                    

Food served daily until 9pm  or book a Takeaway by telephone or online                                

Following all previous guidelines – Table service only – We request masks are worn inside                                                                                                                                                                      

 

If you would like to advertise in INSIGHT please contact us 

at insightstbarts@gmail.com for our very reasonable rates 
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