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So who was Wenceslas? 
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Born in 907, Duke Wenceslas was only 13 years old 
when his father died, so he was brought up by his  
grandmother, Ludmila. She encouraged him in his 
Christian beliefs, but was killed by her own pagan 
daughter, Drahomira, on September 15, 921.                                                                                                                               
Drahomíra decided it was high time her son became 
a pagan, but she found it impossible to persuade 
Wenceslas and during 924 or 925, Wenceslas sent 
her out of the country. He took over the 
government at age 18 and scored an impressive 
victory against the rebel duke of Kouřim, Radislav. 
He longed for Czech independence but never 
achieved it and remained under the kingship of 
Henry the Fowler. The king gave him the remains of 
Saint Vitus and Wenceslas built the cathedral in the 
royal castle in Prague to house them, dedicating it 
to the saint. Many churches were built by 
Wenceslas and he spent his short life strengthening 

the Czech dukedom, but he was assassinated by his 
own brother Boleslav the Cruel in 935 and buried in 
St Vitus’ Cathedral.  Wenceslas was destined for 
sainthood immediately after his death, as was his 
grandmother Ludmila.                                                                                                                                                                                               
The Carol of good ‘King’ Wenceslas taking food and 
logs to a poor man, with his servant boy is widely 
known in many languages. It is associated with 
Christmas because his charitable action was 
performed on the Feast of Stephen, which is better 
known now as Boxing Day.  

grandmother Ludmila.                                                                                                                                                                                               
Although he  was a duke during his lifetime, Holy 
Roman Emperor, Otto I, gave him the status of king 
posthumously. Even as far back as the 10th 
century, people revered Wenceslas, who became 
the subject of many legends. A cult promoting 
Wenceslas flourished by the second half of the 
11th century and even spread to Russia. He is the 
symbol of the Czech state and his monument is on 
Prague’s Wenceslas Square, where he is flanked by 
saints Adalbert, Ludmila, Prokop and Agnes. The 
square has become a centre for protest and it was 
here that Czech independence was declared in 
1918, there was an uprising against the Nazis in 
1945 and there were protests against the Russian 
occupation in 1968.                                                                          
The Carol of good ‘King’ Wenceslas taking food and 
logs to a poor man, with his servant boy is widely 
known in many languages. It is associated with 
Christmas because his charitable action was 
performed on the Feast of Stephen, which is better 
known now as Boxing Day.  

 



A Letter from the churchwardens        
After another difficult year of 
coping with the pandemic, 
we are finally approaching 
Christmas and the New Year 
with hope. Looking back, our 
church stayed open 

throughout the 2021 lockdown, The Badger Inn 
and village hall have reopened and most of the 
village activities have restarted, including the 
Plant Sales and Minshull Madness. Normality 
seems to be returning and we pray that the latest 
variant is controlled and there are no more 
hiccups along the way as we go through Winter. 
We join with all at St Bart’s to wish everyone a 
very Merry Christmas and a Blessed, healthy, 
Happy New Year. 
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Church Minshull News                                    

Dedication of  St Bart's Remodelling with Ian Bishop, 
31st October, 2021. 
We welcomed fellow worshippers and past members 
to our celebratory Cafe Church service to mark the 
dedication of the remodelling 
of our church. It was very full, 
which was in no small part 
due to the presence of 
inspirational Ian Bishop, the 
Archdeacon of Macclesfield, 
who spoke first of how he 
had found his faith in Christ. 
Later, he spoke again of the 
role our church buildings play 
in our lives and communities 
and of the years of effort that had gone into the 
modernisation and restoration of St Bart's. He said, 
”This was fun. The imagination, creativity, faith and 
dedication of the folk there is breathtaking”.  John 
Carter, the Church Architect also spoke, as this was his 
last project before retirement. Ian chose the hymns 
which were tied to readings on how we all come 
together to witness and share our faith. Ellie, wrote 
and read a prayer and with the other children, made 
key rings, fridge magnets and a twig garden.  
 

 
 

Who we are …                                                             
Rev. Anne Lawson – Vicar        The Vicarage, Chester Rd. Acton, CW5 8LG               Tel. 01270 628864                        

Parish Sec.     Office Open Tues & Thurs   9.30am – 12 noon                                             

crosscountryparishes@outlook.com                                                                                               

Churchwardens             John Headon      01270 522353    &      David Barrett      01270 522266                    

PCC Sec.    Rachael Lewis     07802 568845           Treasurer      Elizabeth Headon     07925 062173       

Organists        Audrey Colquhoun     01270 255671      &     Ruth Edge       01270 522234                    

websites      www.stbartschurchminshull.org.uk         www.facebook.com/stbartschurchminshull            

To contact us email:   insightstbarts@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

4pm on Tuesday 28th December  

  A children’s film on the big screen in 

St Bart’s with drinks, ice creams, 

snacks and pizza in the interval.                                                                 

Feel free to bring a cushion or blanket 

to sit on the floor if preferred.                         

No charge and open to all, including 

non-residents of Church Minshull, so 

bring your friends!                                           

Please wear a mask when not eating! 

http://www.stbartschurchminshull.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stbartschurchminshull
mailto:insightstbarts@btinternet.com


Remembrance Sunday   There was the usual service 

of remembrance in St Bart’s on Sunday 14th Nov, with 

prayers and hymns accompanying the wreath laying 

by village groups. What many will have noticed 

though, new this year, was Tim Hough’s wonderful 

carpentry of a soldier and poppies. Thank you Tim. 

        

The Messy Church 
team have run two 
services since our last 
report. The first, in 
October, was about 
contributing and the 
children made 

pictorial Bingo cards and then we all played the game. 
The second was in November and this time the 
subject was Advent and the message each candle on 
the Advent Crown represents. Peace, Hope, Love and 
Joy. After our short service the children made Advent 
Calendars of kindness. This involved making a 
calendar of 25 squares to tick off each day as it 
arrived, but on the back were 25 acts of kindness to 
accomplish, one for each day. 

  
 We had our drinks while we worked, accompanied by 
chocolate biscuits and finished with The Lord's Prayer 
and The Grace. Our next meeting on 19th December 
at 11am will be Messy Nativity Crafts. 

Carols Round the Tree 

Thursday 9th December                           

at St Bart’s with the usual Brass Band.                                                             
Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start.                   

Mulled wine and mince pies.                               

All inside if wet.  

Thanks to The Badger Inn for the tree. 

Subject to Covid restrictions.                 

Please wear a mask inside, when not 

eating or drinking 

www.stbartschurchminshull.org.uk   

Christmas Eve Carols with 

Sound and Light                        

Friday 24th December 

7.30pm at St Bart’s.   

Full service of carols and readings 

for all the family.   

Subject to Covid restrictions.             
Please wear a mask. 

http://www.stbartschurchminshull.org.uk/


Making full use of the new open space in St 

Bart’s for the benefit of all our community …..  

Newcomers Welcome Night      

   

It was wonderful to greet over 60 newcomers and 
longer-term residents to a cheese and wine party in 
church on 12th November. Everyone mixed and 
introduced themselves and there were displays from 
the church, Sports and Social Group, MAD Drama 
Group and Minshull Events Group, explaining how 
each contribute to village life.  

 

 

 

      

The event was planned from 7.30 to 8.30 pm but 
actually went on until past 10.30 which surely proved 
how much everyone enjoyed themselves. Our thanks 
go to the volunteers, St Bart's and the parish council 
who hosted and financed the event.   

   

 



Games and Pizza Playtime    

 

This idea of just meeting to play family games and eat 

pizza has grown out of Messy Church and has proved 

exceptionally popular with everyone. The event is 

none religious, but takes place in St Bart’s and families 

from all around our area are welcome to turn up 

between noon and 3pm.  

 

 

There have been two meets so far and they will now 

be a regular event on a Saturday, bi monthly. The next 

is on 5th February.  

This is due to the film night in between.  

Please see advert on page 2. 
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Services  Correct when going to press 

Parish Council News                                                            

The last Parish Council meeting 

was held on 16th Nov. in St Bart’s 

Church. We had asked Sarah 

Pochin (Cheshire East Mayor 

and councillor) to attend but in the end she couldn’t 

make it. However, Cheshire East sent out a 

Community Deliverance Plan and two people, one 

from Cheshire East and one from Cheshire West and 

Chester since they are both proposing the same plan. 

We also had several members of the community 

attending too. The first item for discussion was the 

Community Deliverance Plan. This will assist in 

identifying who would deal with any crisis and how we 

should detail any potential difficulties through the 

paperwork they had supplied. This was discussed, 

with particular reference to the risk of flooding and 

road and traffic issues. It was agreed that they would 

be raised with Cheshire East Council, but to date there 

has not been anything sent to us. Following to the 

discussion on flooding, I wrote an email to everyone 

involved, subsequent to the report we produced in 

May: Our MP, Nantwich’s MP, the lady who previously 

was our MP, NFU, DEFRA, Environment Agency, 

Cheshire East, Cheshire West and Chester, and 

Winsford Council were included. The  

 

last sentence in the email was: “Feel free to contact 

me if there is anything further that can be organised 

to progress flooding prevention”. No replies have 

occurred. All attendees had the opportunity to discuss 

the issue and a proposal to knock down one of the 

properties and rebuild it higher up the owned land, 

due to flooding. The application was expected to be 

passed by the end of November but does not appear 

to have been done yet, even though the initial 

application was made in April this year.                                                              

Another resident made some interesting proposals 

regarding traffic over the Weaver bridge and some 

suggestions of how to rearrange the road layout 

where the roundabout is, based on the observation 

that many drivers do not pass safely and correctly at 

that junction.                                                                                                

The next subject was the Village Hall Redevelopment: 

We have agreed to an initial plan for the replacement 

hall, after which some application to Cheshire East will 

need to be submitted for approval.                                            

The final discussion was a suggestion that we should 

consider and review if locally we could all do anything 

regarding Climate Change within our area. Our 

proposal is to hold a residents meeting to move 

forward. If you are interested in doing this, please 

email:  bobschiller@cmparishcouncil.org.                    6  

Date St Bartholomew’s     
Church Minshull 

St Mary’s                      
Acton 

St Davids                     
Wettenhall 

St Oswald’s         
Worleston 

 5th  Dec 
 

11am Communion 11am Communion    
5pm Evensong 

11am Morning Service No Service 

12th Dec  
 

11am Café Church 8am Communion 
11am Morning Prayer 

11am Communion 9.30pm Communion 

19th Dec 
 

11am Messy Nativity 
Crafts 

10am Messy Nativity  6.30pm Carol Service Carol Service       
Time TBC 

24th Dec 7.30pm Carols with 
Sound & Light 

4.30pm Crib Service 
11.30pm Communion 

6pm Crib Service 5pm Crib Service 

25th Dec 
 

9.30am Communion 11am Communion 10.30am Communion 9.30am Communion 

26th Dec   United at Acton 11am United 
Communion 

United at Acton United at Acton 

2nd  Jan 11am Service of the 
Word 

11am Communion 
5pm Evensong 

11am Morning Prayer No Service 

9th  Jan 11am Cafe Church 8am Communion 
11am Morning Prayer 

11am Communion 9.30am Communion 

16th Jan 11am Communion 10am Messy Church   
5pm Evensong 

11am All Age No Service 

23rd Jan 
 

11am Messy Church 
Christingle 

8am Communion 6.30pm Communion 9.30am Morning 
Prayer 

 

   30th Jan           11am                                 United  Service  at  Reaseheath  College                                                                      

There is a Communion Service every Wednesday at St. Mary’s, Acton at 10.30 am 

mailto:bobschiller@cmparishcouncil.org


St Bartholomew’s, Church Minshull  
invites you to a 
festive floral styling 
for your home on 
Wednesday 
15th Dec. 10 am - 
4 pm. 
Basic materials 
provided for you to 
create a Christmas 
piece for your door, 
table, mantel piece 
or whatever you 
would like to make. 

There will be a sales table for you to purchase 
Christmassy bits and bobs for your designs and of 
course you can bring your favourite things from home, 
contemporary or traditional. 

Lunch of soup & a roll is included and of 
course, seasonal refreshments will be 

available all day! Tickets £15.00 for half a day 
or £25 for a full day, just bring a mask, some 

scissors & any favourite bits for a day of 
festive fun. For more details and to book your 

place please contact Jean Jones on 
07795555492 or 01270522466 

 

 All proceeds to St Bart’s Church  

    ‘Christmas Swing’                                                
Saturday 18th December 2021 at 7:30pm, Church Minshull Village Hall                      

Admission is by pre-purchased ticket only (£2:00 each). Half of the ticket cost plus any additional 
donations will be given to Crisis at Christmas. Bring your own refreshments.                                       

Tickets available from Richard Cluley: richardc@bdgassoc.com 01270 522245 - 07805 755970 

 

 

 

 

Gent's breakfast is back at 
the Badger on 18th Dec.    

at 09:30am 
Cost for full breakfast £10 

As this will be the first for a while – and possibly  
a busy one for the Badger – please can you 
confirm your attendance by email to Rob, 

rsj99@me.com or tel. 077 685 1111                  
Also, as there are a few new comers to the 

Parish, please feel free to pass this on and let 
Rob know accordingly. I hope you will be able to 

join us for the last breakfast of 2021. All being 
well, the regular Saturday slot will return in 

January 2022. 

 

mailto:richardc@bdgassoc.com
mailto:richardc@bdgassoc.com
mailto:rsj99@me.com


 

 

                                                      
The Cheshire mobile library bus service will visit Church Minshull next on December 7th 

& 28th and January 18th.  It will arrive at the Badger Inn car park at 10am then travel to       

.         Home Farm Park South at 11.10am and Home Farm Park North at 11.30am.            

 

  Books on Wheels 

 


