
                                  
Growing closer to God, each other and the community we serve        No. 71   For the parish of St Bartholomew – Free 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

10am – 5pm, 29th April to 2nd May 

   

 
The usual great selection of locally grown plants, bushes and trees. New contributors to the art 

exhibition and sale, all in aid of St Bart’s.  Refreshments and CARD MACHINE in the pay tent.                               
Bric a Brac stall in aid of Ukrainian Refugee Fund. 

Plant Sale                            

& Art Exhibition 
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A Letter from the vicar   

Good Friday People, Easter Day People                                    

The great celebrations of 

Good Friday and Easter 

feel a long way off as I 

write in the first week in 

Lent. But to think of Good 

Friday and Easter Day as 

just two days, albeit very 

important days, in the year 

is to misunderstand Good 

Friday and Easter Day in the Christian experience. It is 

relatively easy, as Christians, to think of ourselves as 

Easter Day people.  We live the other side of the 

resurrection.  We have the gift of the Holy Spirit who 

helps us know the presence of the resurrected Jesus 

with us at all times.  Living as Good Friday people is 

more difficult to grapple with.  It suggests the need to 

engage with the dark and painful side of life.  Which is 

exactly why we need to live as Good Friday people as 

well as Easter Day people.   

                 
As I write war is raging in Ukraine; people in 

Afghanistan are selling their kidneys as they strive to 

meet the rising cost of their daily bread; we continue 

to feel the effects of Covid even as we seek to leave 

the pandemic behind .  We can be in no doubt.   The 

fallen world in which we live has a dark and painful 

side to it.  If I need further reminders of that I need 

only to think of the privileged hours which I spend 

with the very seriously ill, the dying and the bereaved.  

I am entirely sincere when I say that these are 

privileged hours.  Yet these experiences also remind 

me of the dark and painful side of life which, all of us, 
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sooner or later, must grapple with.                                               

Yes, as Christians we are Easter Day people.  We live 

in the light of the resurrection and we rejoice in that.  

But we must also be Good Friday people living in a 

broken and hurting world.                                                             

If we are to cope with the reality of the darker, more 

painful side of our lives and of the world in which we 

live, we must be Good Friday people, able to bear pain 

and desolation in order to be Easter people, able to 

bring the hope of the resurrection to more difficult 

side of life.                                                                                                      

If we want to truly live in the light of the resurrection, 

we must also walk the way of crucifixion.  We can only 

do that when we live as both Good Friday people and 

as Easter Day people.  

In his book 23 Days: A story of love, death and God, 

Francis Bridger quotes the Old Testament scholar 

Walter Bruggeman who says:  The way to Easter is 

Good Friday.  The victory of the resurrection requires 

the vulnerability of the crucifixion…” 

We cannot have Easter Day without Good Friday.  As 

we prepare ourselves to celebrate Easter this Lent, 

mark Good Friday as well as celebrate the joy of the 

resurrection on Easter Day.  Living comfortably with 

Good Friday is the only way we can bring real 

resurrection hope to a broken world. 

 

Who we are …                                                             
Rev. Anne Lawson – Vicar        The Vicarage, Chester Rd. Acton, CW5 8LG               Tel. 01270 628864                        

Parish Sec.     Office Open Tues & Thurs   9.30am – 12 noon                                             

crosscountryparishes@outlook.com                                                                                               

Churchwardens             John Headon      01270 522353    &      David Barrett      01270 522266                    

PCC Sec.    Rachael Lewis     07802 568845           Treasurer      Elizabeth Headon     07925 062173       

Organists        Audrey Colquhoun     01270 255671      &     Ruth Edge       01270 522234                    

websites      www.stbartschurchminshull.org.uk         www.facebook.com/stbartschurchminshull            

To contact us email:   insightstbarts@gmail.com 
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Services   Correct at time of going to press. 

  

Date St Bartholomew’s     
Church Minshull 

St Mary’s                      
Acton 

St Davids                     
Wettenhall 

St Oswald’s         
Worleston 

 3rd April 
 

11am Service of the 
Word 

11am Communion        
5pm Evensong 

11am Morning Prayer No Service 

10th April 
Palm Sunday 

11am Café Church 8am Communion 
10am Messy Church 

11am All Age 9.30pm Communion 

14th April 
 

Wettenhall Wettenhall 6.30pm United Agape 
Meal & Communion 

Wettenhall 

15th April  
Good Friday 

10.30am Churchyard 
Service at the Cross  

Noon Churchyard 
Service at the Cross  

11.15am Churchyard 
Service at the Cross  

9.45am Churchyard 
Service at the Cross 

16th April 
 

Acton 11am Churchyard 
Service at the Tomb 

Acton Acton 

17th April 
Easter Day  

11am Communion  11am Communion         
5pm Evensong 

11am Communion 9.30am Communion 

24th April 11am Messy Church 8am Communion      
11am Morning Prayer 

6.30pm Communion 9.30am Baptism 

1st May 9.30am Service of the 
Word 

11am Communion      
5pm Evensong 

11am Morning Prayer No Service 

8th May 11am Café Church 8am Communion          
11am Morning Prayer 

11am Communion 9.30am Communion 

15th May 
 

11am Communion 10am Messy Church     
5pm Evensong 

11am All Age No Service 

22nd May 11am Messy Church 8am Communion                 
11am Rogation 

6.30pm Rogation 9.30am Morning 
Prayer 

26th May Ascension Day 6.30pm Dorfold walk, 
followed by 7.15pm 

Fish & chips at Acton, 
followed by simple  

Communion service 

29th May United at Acton 11am United Service   
5pm Evensong 

United at Acton United at Acton 

 
There is a Holy Communion service at Acton every Wednesday at 10.30 am 

Platinum Jubilee Plans                               
In addition to the Photographic                               

competition (opposite), the                                                           

four-day Bank Holiday weekend                                                 

will begin with a beacon on the                                                  

church tower roof on Thursday                                                    

2nd June and The Badger Inn                                                      

have their own plans afoot to                                                                     

make the night extra special.                                                             

The beacon is one of the official chain, running 

from Land’s End to John o’ Groats and across the 

Commonwealth, organised by Buckingham Palace. 

On Friday, church will be open for prosecco, tea 

and cake from 2-4.30pm in aid of the Ukraine 

collection. The celebrations will be shown on the 

big screen in the village hall on the Saturday night 

and there will be a special service of thanksgiving 

in St Bart’s on Sunday. If you are planning an event 

let us know at insightstbarts@gmail.com and we 

will put it in the next magazine.                                3                      
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Church Minshull News 

Ukraine Crisis Meeting, 26th March in Church 

Minshull Village Hall. 

There was a brief introduction from John Headon on 

how the subject of the Ukraine crisis had been 

addressed at Cafe Church, which generating 

suggestions that this meeting take place today to 

initiate a village wide response. There followed a film 

of a Ukrainian child singing a song of what her life now 

was.                                                                                              

Rachael Lewis then spoke of her involvement with the 

Winsford Hub, which had already helped Afghanistan 

refugees and was to be a hub for Ukrainians for the 

whole county. Working from the old Job Centre there 

are already, a foodbank, babybank, kitchen and social 

space in situ and it is planned for this to become a 

centre for Ukrainian refugees, offering a place for 

them to socialise, talk to Citizens Advice, use a 

translator and stock up with clothing, shoes, toys, 

household goods and food. Trucks have already been 

dispatched twice with aid on board for Eastern 

Europe.

 

Becky Freeman has already used 'Reset' and Facebook 

to make contact with refugees that they hope to 

house and can be contacted for further information 

on Facebook as to the steps to take and how to 

register with the Government Website.                                                                                                                                                        

Other help we can offer is support for the Winsford 

Hub that will be teaming up with Cheshire Changing    
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Lives Together from 1st April.                                                                                                                                      

Suggestions included providing a taxi service, helping 

people to read, a welcome group, making the village 

hall available for refreshments and access to the 

internet for refugees to contact relatives elsewhere 

and fund raising to support a refugee fund. Richard 

Cluley offered his music groups to put on a mixed 

music concert to raise funds and there were offers of 

further help to supply refreshments.                                           

 

The village website, villagearena.org has created a 

page dedicated to the village response and includes 

services, co-ordinators, volunteer jobs and links.                                       

St Bart's Church will be available as a venue for the 

concert and will advertise events at the Plant Sale 

from 29th April to 2nd May and start fundraising 

during that weekend. The church can be made 

available for Ukrainian services or volunteers can taxi 

people to an alternative venue. St Bart’s bank account 

can be used as a temporary holding account for funds 

raised and can claim Gift Aid on donations.                                                                                                         

A welcome group co-ordinator could be appointed 

who could welcome any refugee into the village, 

showing them around and introducing them to the 

community. It was mentioned that the upcoming 

jubilee celebrations may provide an opportunity to 

introduce our new group and continue the fund 

raising. Please support St Bart’s hosting a prosecco 

and afternoon tea on Friday 3rd June from 2 - 4.30pm 

to raise funds.  Insight Magazine will cover and 

advertise events and information.                                                                                             

Everyone is encouraged to email our MP, Edward 

Timpson at timpson.mp@parliament.uk and Sarah 

Pochin at pochin@cheshireeast.gov.uk our local 

councillor.                                                                                                        

There will be a further open meeting 

on 23rd April at 11am in the village hall 

to report on progress and decide 

further steps in this fast-moving crisis. 

 



The theme for 

February’s 

service was 

‘How Great 

Thou Art’ and 

we looked at 

the vastness of 

creation as seen by the Hubble telescope. We asked 

difficult questions of ourselves including ‘Are we on 

our own?’                

The March 

service was just 

as tough, 

looking at the 

subject of the 

Ukraine war 

and centring on 

peace. The videos were hard to watch and we all 

made ribbons badges for ourselves to show our 

support for the Ukrainian people. Church members 

looked at how we can help refugees and subsequently 

joined with the parish council to support the meeting 

reported on page 4. 

Just some of the congregation standing for a 

‘flashmob’ playing of the Ukrainian national anthem.  

Messy Church was all about 
‘Hope’ in February and after 
decorating plant pots, we 
all planted ‘little seeds of 
hope’ in them to grow into 
miniature sunflowers.         

 
 

March’s Messy Church, was Mothering Sunday. 
At our service, we heard about Moses being saved by 
his mother. Then we watched a film showing us how 
he was placed in a basket on the River Nile and was 
rescued by the Pharaoh's daughter and then given 
back to his own mother to bring up. He went on to be 
the adopted son of the princess and a prince of Egypt 
before becoming the leader of the Israelites. As it was 
such a lovely day we went outside to decorate painted 
stones, have our refreshments of scones and jam and 
distribute a bucket of daffodils to all the Mums. Well 
done Rachael for a lovely service in the sunshine.

          
 

 

Play & Hot Dogs                                                               
We had another play day on Saturday 5th March and 
the were new games to play, including a very popular, 
full size, football table that was busy from start to 
finish. Watch the website for further details. 
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Parish Council News  

Our last meeting was held 

in the evening on 1st March 

2022 in the St 

Bartholomew’s Church. Several members of our 

parish were present and of course we are always 

more than happy for them to be there.                             

I am pleased to tell you that we have a new councillor 

too: Sarah Garrington. She attended the meeting for 

the first time so we have a full committee again now. 

You may be aware that we had been briefed a while 

ago regarding the proposal that Minshull Vernon 

Parish Council was to be closed down by Cheshire East 

and various areas merging with the other parishes. 

Apparently we received a rumour that this was now 

not going to happen. I have looked at the Cheshire 

East website which showed that many residents had 

voted against Minshull Vernon Parish Council being 

removed and I suppose that is why Cheshire East 

decided not to close it down. 

At our last meeting there was much discussion about 

how to improve the village with regard to traffic and 

flooding issues. We tried to get members of other 

parish councils to attend with the hope that by 

discussing with them we might jointly be able to 

provide stronger recognition of the issues but 

unfortunately no one of those invited have attended. 

Subsequently we approached CHALC (Jackie Weaver) 

to see if they were able to help us and we received 

several suggestions. They suggested a discussion with 

the police headquarters in Winsford and with the local 

Traffic Commissioner. We are going to follow up on 

this. 

We are also now trying to progress the need for the 

Village Hall replacement.

 
Our knowledge is that a surveyor reviewed the hall 

roughly two years ago and expected it to collapse at 

the end of ten years. One of the things we tried to 

find out about was if the telephone exchange and all 

the space around it could be purchased to allow us to 

increase the size of the hall and have more parking      
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space. But the request was rejected for no apparent 

reason. Some initial investigation regarding the 

rebuild has been started and we will continue having 

meetings with the Village Hall Committee to agree 

what ultimate practical objectives are possible. 

Our next Parish Council meeting will be on 24th May. 

Bob Schiller – Chair of the Parish Council 

Church Humour                                                                  
A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and 

enquired of his father as to when they could discuss 

his use of the car. His father said he’d make a deal 

with his son, “You bring your school grades up from C 

to B average, read your Bible occasionally and get 

your hair cut and then we’ll talk about the car”.              

The boy thought about it  and 

decided to settle for the offer 

and they shook hands on it.                                                                 

After about six weeks his father 

said, “Son you’re doing well. 

You’ve brought your grades up 

and I’ve seen you reading the 

Bible, but I’m disappointed you 

haven’t cut your hair”.                                                                

His son said” Dad, I’ve been 

thinking about that and I’ve 

noticed that Samson, Moses, 

John the Baptist and Jesus all had long hair”.                                                           

His Dad replied, “Yes, you’ll also notice they walked 

everywhere!” 

 
 



 

                                
The Cheshire mobile library bus service will be visiting Church Minshull next on April 12th and on May 

3rd & 24th.  It will arrive at the Badger Inn car park at 10am then travel to Home Farm Park South at 

11.10am and Home Farm Park North at 11.30am.                                

 

  Books on Wheels 

  

MEG News  
The Minshull Events Group celebrated 10 years of 
Minshull Madness with an evening at The Badger in 
March. Kerry Bannon thanked everyone for making 
the event such a success and Larry showed photos 
of all who had helped over the years.  
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If you would like to advertise in INSIGHT please contact us at 

insightstbarts@gmail.com for our very reasonable rates 

      

With fresh ingredients and seasonal menus using locally sourced produce  the Badger 

Inn can be described as the perfect gastro pub with the best micro brewery ales   

OPENING HOURS                                                                                         
Sunday to Thursday 11am – 10pm  +  Friday & Saturday 11am – 11pm 

Food served daily until 9pm                                Accomodation 
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