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Merry Christmas and a      

 Happy New Year  

 
L                       Christmas and New Year Special Events                                                          
December 10th 2-4pm, Village Hall Sports & Social Children’s Christmas Party.       

December 11th 11am,  Mark, Bishop of Chester’s visit to Café Church                               

December 14th 10.00am, St Bart’s. Christmas wreath making and flower Arranging 

December 15th 7.30pm, St Bart’s. Carols Round the Tree with free wine and mince pies      

.              Our thanks go to The Badger Inn for supplying the tree once more                                 

December 17th 7.30pm, Village Hall.  The Swinging Woodpeckers Christmas Concert 

December 24th 7.30pm, St Bart’s . Christmas Readings and Carols with Sound and Light 

January  22nd   11.00am, St Bart’s. Messy Christingle                                                                              

l                                                    See inside for further details                                            



Jesus is not just for 

Christmas 

It was Midsummer’s day on 

the Royal Cheshire Showground.  The Bishop of 

Stockport paused before he began his ‘Thought for 

the Day’ during the 8.00 Communion and said: 

“There’s a Christmas tree being decorated outside the 

marquee.” His eyes were not deceiving him.  The 

team of children’s workers who run Messy Church at 

the Show had set too erecting and decorating a 

Christmas tree outside the Church at the Show.                                    

After careful thought and prayer, the Messy Church 

team had conceived the idea of a Christmas theme for 

the activities which they were offering at the Show.  It 

was an idea born, not only of thought and prayer, but 

by the realisation that even their own grandchildren 

didn’t know the Christmas Story as it appears in the 

Bible.  That’s the problem with the Christmas Story.  

We are often so familiar with it we look to improve it; 

especially if there is a primary class of 30 children all 

needing a part.  The biblical version of the Christmas 

Story is too simple; too brief. The miracle had 

occurred 9 months earlier when Mary conceived                                                                                                                                                                                 

Jesus.  The birth is barely mentioned; recorded only by    

2                                                                                                            

Luke in a few short verses, with Matthew reporting 

the events of a couple of years later when the Magi 

visited and the flight into Egypt followed.  All we know 

from Luke is that Jesus was born in the area of the 

house used to shelter animals in the winter.  Angels 

sang over Bethlehem and shepherds found a baby 

wrapped in swaddling cloths, just as the angels had 

said.                                                                                                 

Behind this brief story lies a wonder which is also too 

familiar to us.  Recording the angel’s visit to Joseph 

after Mary conceived Jesus, Matthew tells us the baby 

will be Emmanuel, God with us. Emmanuel, God with 

us.  The very heart of the Christmas story in 4 short 

words, 3 of them telling us what the first word means.  

God with us, not just at Christmas, but all year round.  

God with us in the challenges of a cost of living crisis; 

God with us as the world around us feels fragile in so 

many ways. Maybe its time we all remembered that 

Jesus is not just for Christmas. 

Who we are …                                                             
Rev. Anne Lawson – Vicar        The Vicarage, Chester Rd. Acton, CW5 8LG        Tel. 01270 628864        

Parish Sec.     Office Open Tues & Thurs   9.30am – 12 noon           crosscountryparishes@outlook.com                                                                                               

Churchwardens             John Headon      01270 522353    &      David Barrett      01270 522266                    

PCC Sec.    Richard Cluley    01270 522245          Treasurer      Elizabeth Headon     07925 062173       

Organists        Audrey Colquhoun     01270 255671      &     Ruth Edge       01270 522234                    

websites      www.stbartschurchminshull.org.uk         www.facebook.com/stbartschurchminshull       

Parish safeguarding officer Tom Doyle safeguardingxcountryparishes22@yahoo.com                                    

To contact us email:   insightstbarts@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We urgently need someone to deliver 

the 20 magazines, bi monthly, from 

The Aqueduct Marina to just passed 

the Minshull Lane junction. If you are 

willing to take over this round please 

contact John on 01270 522353 or 

email jh.headon@btinternet.com 

A Letter from 

the vicar 

 

 

http://www.stbartschurchminshull.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stbartschurchminshull
mailto:safeguardingxcountryparishes22@yahoo.com
mailto:insightstbarts@gmail.com
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Date St Bartholomew’s     
Church Minshull 

St Mary’s                      
Acton 

St Davids                     
Wettenhall 

St Oswald’s         
Worleston 

   4th Dec 11am Service of the 
Word 

11am Communion           
6.30pm Evensong 

11am Morning 
Prayer 

No Service 

 11th Dec  11am Café Church + 
Mark, Bish. of Chester 

8am Communion         
11am Morning Prayer 

11am Communion 9.30am Communion 

 18th Dec 
 

11am Messy Church 10am Messy Church   
5pm Carols 

4pm Carols 11am Carols 

 24th Dec 7.30pm Carols with 
Sound & Light 

4.30pm Christingle         
11.30pm Communion 

6pm Crib Service 5pm Crib Service 

 25th Dec 9.30am Communion 11am Communion 11am Communion 9.30am Communion 

   2023 
  1st Jan 

United at Acton 11am United 
Communion     

 United at Acton United at Acton  

 8th Jan  11am Café Church 8am Communion 
11am Morning Prayer 

11am Communion 
 

9.30am Communion 
 

 15th Jan  11am Communion 10am Messy Church  
 

11am All Age No Service 

 22nd Jan 11am Messy 
Christingle 

8am Communion 
11am Morning Prayer 

6.30pm Informal 
Communion 

9.30am Morning 
Prayer 

 29th Jan 11am Plough Sunday 
Service at Reaseheath 

Reaseheath Reaseheath Reaseheath 

 3rd Feb 11am Service of the 
Word 

11.30am Communion 
6.30pm Evensong 

11am Morning 
Prayer 

No Service 

     

     

     

     

 

There is a Holy Communion service at Acton every Wednesday at 10.30 am                                                                           

Christmas Messy at St Bart's   

11am Sunday, 18th December 

Children of all ages are invited to 

showcase their talents and to sing songs and 

carols by themselves or in a group, play a 

musical instrument, read a poem, show-off a 

great painting or anything else they'd like to 

do. We are also inving all children to sing a 

special song together called "God make my life 

a little light", sung to the tune of "While 

Shepherds watch their flock by night".    Please 
let Liz know if your child would like to be 

involved, even if they do not yet know what 

they would like to do at Christmas Messy. If 

your child is a bit nervous about doing 

something by themselves, they're welcome to 

just join in with the carols or just listen, but 

please still let me know if you're planning on 

being there at liz.boote@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 

 

Christmas Café Church on 11th Dec.   

will be joined by Bishop Mark, Bishop 

of Chester. 

He asked to join us when he first 

arrived in the diocese but due to his 

busy diary he is only just making it. 

The service will be the usual coffee, 

cake and theme, but we are also 

taking this opportunity to thank        

Tim & Jane for all they have done in 

the village. Please join us for this 

special occasion. 

mailto:liz.boote@gmail.com


Church Minshull News                                              

Messy Church in October concentrated on the 

Harvest and we made dough into loaves that we took 

home to bake and eat. 

         

In November we looked at Advent and the subject of 

‘Peace’, while we lit the first candle on our Advent 

Crown. Our reading was about love and our craft was 

soap making which was not just fun but a great 

success. Our thanks go to Liz, Rachael and Jean who 

organised it all. 

                 

Elena Gracie Boote 
Baptism                                                 
On the 16th October St 
Bart’s hosted Tim and Liz 
Boote’s youngest 
daughter’s baptism. Elena, 
with her sisters, Isabell and 
Jesica were joined by 
many friends, relations 
and members of St Bart's 
congregation. The Rev. 
Anne officiated and 
afterwards there was a 

party in the village 
hall, where the 
children all had a 
great time with 
lots to eat and 
games to 
play.                                                                       
Welcome to God's 
family, Elena.             

 
Remembrance

 
 
Our thanks go to Tim and Jane Hough for putting up 
the ‘soldier’ outside St Bart’s which projects this 
shadow up the church tower to remind us of 
Remembrance Sunday. This year the service was on 
13th November and local groups laid wreaths to the 
fallen of all wars and conflicts. The name of Jordan 

Save the date for St Bart’s 

Christmas Floral Event 

Make a decoration for your home. 

Day and evening sessions 

14th December 

 



Gatley, who died in Ukraine in June was also 
remembered for the first time, in the roll call. 

The theme for 
October was Harvest 
and thanksgiving and 
was led by Richard. 
The practical side of 
the service was our 

annual collection of 
food for the Food-
bank, which went to 
the St Paul’s Centre in 
Crewe. They were 
desperately needing 
contributions and 
thanked all who 

generously gave. 
November’s service was 
about baptism and 
confirmation. We looked 
at how the idea of 
cleansing in water came 
from Jewish traditions 
and how boys and girls 
are treated in that faith, 
as Jesus would have 
experienced. Our 
reading was the 
‘Baptism of Christ’ rom 
St Mark’s gospel and it 
was great to have so 

many join us, dogs too! 

 

 
 
Christmas Swing Event Returns 
to the Village Hall on Saturday 17th December to 
provide the music for another Christmas Swing event. 
Entry is paid for by donation with £10/person the 
recommended contribution.                                                                           

ALL PROFITS will be donated to Crisis at Christmas. 
Seating at tables will be provided so you are 
encouraged to bring your own food and drink to the 
event. The band will provide the music for the 
evening, aided by our singer, Mark Mills, who was 
very well received at the Concert for Ukraine in the 
summer. In recognition of the size of the Village Hall 
the band will be slightly smaller than normal but the 
range of music will be as before: a selection of 
traditional Swing numbers, some more up to date film 
and musical pieces and of course some seasonal 
pieces. Similarly, attendance will be restricted to 80 
guests so that everyone has enough space to have a 
good time!  
 

Last year's event was very successful in spite of 
the COVID surge that affected some people at 

the time. Make sure that you have reserved your 
table to avoid disappointment by contact the 

Band Leader, Richard Cluley on                                                
01270 522245, 07805 755970 or by email to 

richardc@bdgassoc.com               
 

https://stpaulscentre.org.uk/
https://stpaulscentre.org.uk/
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A letter from Buckingham Palace to the four 

parishes.  

Many will remember the Books of Condolences placed 

in the four churches of the Cross Country Group after 

the death of her late majesty. These were sent by Rev 

Anne to Buckingham Palace and the following reply 

has been received. Each church will have sight of the 

letter when the vicar next visits each church. 

Easy Gingerbread Recipe for Kids 

This is the perfect easy gingerbread men recipe 

for kids to make at Christmas time. And this 

recipe is so easy, kids will love making and 

decorating these gingerbread biscuits. 

Ingredients  

• 350 grams of Plain Flour 

• 2 teaspoons of Ground Ginger 

• 1 teaspoon of Bicarbonate of Soda 

• 100 grams of Butter 

• 175 grams of Soft Light Brown Sugar 

• 4 tablespoons of Golden Syrup 

• 1 Large Egg 

Method 

Pre-heat the oven to 190C / 170C fan.                                           

Line a baking tray with baking paper.                                           

Chop the butter into small pieces and add the flour, 

rubbing together until resembling fine breadcrumbs. 

Add the ginger, Bicarbonate of Soda and sugar and 

mix together. Add the syrup and egg and mix 

thoroughly. Roll the mixture out on to a lightly floured 

surface until 5 mm thick. (If the mixture sticks to your 

worktop or rolling pin use a piece of baking paper 

below and above the mixture). Cut out the men or 

use a scone cutter for biscuits or design your own 

shapes. Decorate as you wish.  

 

       

 

The Cheshire mobile library bus will be 

visiting Church Minshull on December  

16th and on January 10th & 31st.   It will 

arrive at the Badger Inn car park at 

10am then travel to                                      

Home Farm Park at 11.10am 

     

 

  Books on Wheels 

 

Private and Confidential                                      

                                                             24th November, 2022 

Dear Ms Lawson, 

The king has asked me to thank you for your kind gift.                       

His majesty is most grateful to you for taking the 

trouble to send him the book of condolences from 

your parish following the death of his beloved mother. 

Your thoughtful message and gift are deeply 

appreciated at this time of immense sorrow and The 

King would have me send you his warmest thanks and 

best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jan  Hook 

Mrs Jan Hook 

 

Reverend Anne Lawson 

 

 



HURCH MINSHULL PARISH COUNCIL                                   

last met on Tuesday 27th September. The Clerk 

advised that Sarah Garrington had resigned from the 

Parish Council and the vacancy would be publicised in 

accordance with the relevant legislation. Borough Cllr 

Pochin provided an update on Cheshire East Council 

matters, which included concerns about the financial 

position, and reviews into the planning and cemetery 

functions. Councillors expressed concern at the lack of 

progress on the numerous highways and flooding 

issues that had been raised over many years and Cllr 

Pochin agreed to raise a number of these issues with 

the Borough Council directly, in particularly the buffer 

zones along the B5074. Councillors discussed the 

submission to the Traffic Commissioner regarding the 

Delphic depot, but there was no further update.         

Clr Boote provided an update on progress regarding 

the redevelopment of the Village Hall. Invoices for the 

architect and the bat survey had been received, of 

which the Council had agreed to fund 50%, with the 

Village Hall Committee funding the remainder.  

Councillors considered the provision of a defibrillator 

in the village. With regards location, outside the 

Village Hall was suggested and Cllr Lewis agreed to 

liaise with the Village Hall Committee to obtain 

consent. The subsequent permission being granted, a 

defibrillator and box will be hired from ‘defib 

machines’ at a cost of £2 per day.   
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If you would like to advertise in INSIGHT please contact us at 

insightstbarts@gmail.com for our very reasonable rates 

mailto:insightstbarts@gmail.com

