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  Thank You  

 
Before the end of 2022, a transfer of £3,500 was made to the Ukraine Refugee Fund, with St Bart’s 

claiming back Gift Aid which had added £600 to that total. This was the final sum raised by the 

village and church to support Ukrainian refugees and had been raised by the church bric-a brac 

stall, Richard Cluley’s band concert, the Platinum Jubilee event in St Bart’s and the making and sale 

of Ukraine ribbon badges. Others held their own events and sales and made donations to the fund 

and the following response was received.                                                                                                            

Thank you for your donation to the Emergency Ukraine Appeal. Your donation will help fund emergency 

supplies for the people of Ukraine - warm clothing, blankets, food, access to safe shelter and medical 

support. As we speak, we are in the European countries that border Ukraine and are on the frontline 

supporting people and their families. Your donation could make such a huge difference to them, thank you.                                                                

Best Wishes,                                                                                Debbie Bland.   Support Services Manager. 
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Stop Press                      Insight Magazine has been nominated once more for                                                                                     

the National Church Magazine Awards, representing Cheshire. 

 



 

Looking Forward to Spring 

On 2 February, the Church 

celebrates Candlemas to remember when Mary and 

Joseph took the 40-day old Jesus to present him to 

God.  There are many country sayings and beliefs 

around Candlemas.  Many of us will know ‘If 

Candlemas be fair and bright, winter will have another 

flight, if Candlemas day brings clouds and rain, winter 

won’t come again’.  Perhaps less well known is the 

saying about ‘Half wood and half hay’, meaning that if 

half the wood pile and half the hay is left by 

Candlemas, there’s enough to last the winter months 

until spring comes again. 

 

Marking the end of the Christmas season, Candlemas 

is a time to look forward.  It is a reminder that the 

light of Jesus continues to shine through the darkest 

days, and reminds us to look forward to spring and 

Easter. Later in the month, on 22 February we mark 

Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent.  Lent is an 

ancient word which means ‘lengthen’ and is a 40-day 

period in which we prepare for Easter. February can 

often feel like one of the darkest, most difficult                                                                                                                  

months of the year, but it is also shot-through with         
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hope.  Hope that spring will come.  Hope that, after 40 

days of Lent and Holy Week, Easter will come with the 

joy of the resurrection. February might not be a 

favourite month of the year, but there are signs of 

hope.  The candles of Candlemas remind us that the 

light of Jesus continues to shine long after the 40-days 

of Christmas.  Lent reminds us of the hope of 

resurrection.  Nature too gives us reminders as 

snowdrops flower and birds begin to sing their mating 

songs, and the days begin to lengthen significantly. 

Who we are …                                                             
Rev. Anne Lawson – Vicar        The Vicarage, Chester Rd. Acton, CW5 8LG        Tel. 01270 628864        

Parish Sec.     Office Open Tues & Thurs   9.30am – 12 noon           crosscountryparishes@outlook.com                                                                                               

Churchwardens             John Headon      01270 522353    &      David Barrett      01270 522266                    

PCC Sec.    Richard Cluley    01270 522245          Treasurer      Elizabeth Headon     07925 062173       

Organists        Audrey Colquhoun     01270 255671      &     Ruth Edge       01270 522234                    

websites      www.stbartschurchminshull.org.uk         www.facebook.com/stbartschurchminshull       

Parish safeguarding officer Tom Doyle safeguardingxcountryparishes22@yahoo.com                                    

To contact us email:   insightstbarts@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Letter from the vicar 

 

          
The Cheshire mobile library bus service will be 

visiting Church Minshull next on February 21st, 

then on March 14th and on April 4th.  It will arrive 

at the Badger Inn car park at 10am then travel 

to Home Farm Park South at 11.10am and Home 

Farm Park North at 11.30am.                               

The Library Bus is under 

threat of discontinuation!                                                        

The regularity of the 130 bus 

is also under threat.                                                     

Visit www.villagearena.org 

and complete the form under 

CE Budget review to object.                       

Do nothing and lose them!  

 

  Books on Wheels 

 

http://www.stbartschurchminshull.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stbartschurchminshull
mailto:safeguardingxcountryparishes22@yahoo.com
mailto:insightstbarts@gmail.com


Services   Correct at time of going to press.   

An Apology from the Bishops …                      
For the first 

time, under 

historic plans 

outlined ahead 

of General 

Synod in 

February, same-

sex couples will 

be able to come 

to church to 

give thanks for 

their civil 

marriage or civil partnership and receive God’s 

blessing. The Bishops of the Church of England have 

issued an apology to LGBTQI+ people for the 

“rejection, exclusion and hostility” they have faced in 

churches and the impact this has had on their lives.  

They urge all congregations in their care to welcome 

same-sex couples “unreservedly and joyfully” as they 

reaffirm their commitment to a “radical new Christian 

inclusion founded in scripture, in reason, in tradition, 

in theology and the Christian faith as the Church of 

England has received it based on good, healthy, 

flourishing relationships, and in a proper 21st Century 

understanding of being human and of being sexual”.  
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Date St Bartholomew’s     
Church Minshull 

St Mary’s                      
Acton 

St Davids                     
Wettenhall 

St Oswald’s         
Worleston 

   5th Feb 11am Service of the 
Word 

11am Communion           
6.30pm Evensong 

11am Morning 
Prayer 

No Service 

 12th Feb  11am Café Church  8am Communion         
11am Morning Prayer 

11am Communion 9.30am Communion 

 19th Feb 11am Communion 10am Messy Church    11am All Age No Service 

26th FebDec 11am Messy Church 8am Communion       
11am Morning Prayer 

6.30pm Informal 
Communion 

9.30am Morning 
Prayer 

5th March     
St David’s  

United at Wettenhall United at Wettenhall 11am Communion United at Wettenhall 

12th March 11am Café Church  8am Communion         
11am Morning Prayer 

11am Communion 9.30am Communion 
 

19th March 
Mothering 
Sunday 

11am Communion 10am Messy Church 11am All Age 9.30am Mothering 
Service  

26th March  11am Messy Church 8am Communion     
11am Morning Prayer 

6.30pm Informal 
Communion 

9.30am Morning 
Prayer 

 2nd April United at Acton 11am Confirmation 
with Bishop Mark 

United at Acton United at Acton 

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

There is a Holy Communion service at Acton every Wednesday at 10.30 am                                                                           

You are invited to a Vision Church      

St Bart’s Thurs. Feb.23rd                     

7.30 – 9.00pm 

                

  
Come and tell us what you think! 

What’s the church doing wrong? How can the 

church buildings be used to benefit communities? 

If the church was to do one thing different, 

what would it be?  Where is God in this anyway?                      

https://anglican.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a475c964a2c87a79c6d37cb56&id=39e7808193&e=f907640e95
https://anglican.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a475c964a2c87a79c6d37cb56&id=39e7808193&e=f907640e95
https://anglican.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a475c964a2c87a79c6d37cb56&id=39e7808193&e=f907640e95
https://anglican.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a475c964a2c87a79c6d37cb56&id=39e7808193&e=f907640e95
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Flower Arranging 

 
 

4                                        The Children’s Christmas Party 

 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Swing with The Woodpeckers 
 

 
 

 
Acceler8 Brass Band at Carols Round the Tree 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve Carols with Sound & Light                        

 

December frost and snow 

 

Messy Christingle in January 



Church Minshull News                                              

Messy Church in December was a 

celebration of Christmas with the 

children making decorations, 

having a quiz and a treasure hunt. 

Carols were sung, prayers were led by the children 

and our refreshments were plentiful.  

         

In January we had our Christingle service with the fun 

of making Christingles with oranges and sweets. £100 

was given to the Children’s Society. Photos on page 5.  

Café Church in 

December 

welcomed Mark, 

the Bishop of 

Chester who had 

asked for an 

invitation in 2020.  

There were three question and answer sessions; the  

first was about how he became a Christian and 

became interested in joining the ministry; the second 

was how he progressed from university to becoming 

the Bishop of Chester; and finally there were 

questions from the congregation. These questions 

varied from what is your favourite part of being a 

bishop, (answer; visiting people and schools) to have 

you any hobbies in your limited spare time, (answer; 

riding a powerful motorbike, of which he has several)? 

Bishop Mark reminded us nobody would say they had 

found Christ through the diocese, but more from 

talking to other Christians like ourselves. He is keen to 

see services like Café Church where lay people take                                                                         

the lead. During the service the children were                
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decorating baubles to put up for Christmas and the 

bishop was given two to thank him for coming.                       

Mark displayed his wonderful sense of humour, with 

stories from his life and his commitment and drive to 

do his job well. The inspirational answers to the 

questions asked, without a moments’ pause for 

thought, left the congregation in no doubt as to what 

a dedicated man we have as our new bishop.                                

January’s service had the unusual title of ‘Sellotape’ 

and was so named because a vicar said it felt like they 

were dealing with the violence we see in the World 

with little more than a role of Sellotape. We all looked 

at how we had found inspiration and help to deal with 

problems in our own lives and then at how, if we all 

use our 

Sellotape in a 

small way, we 

make a big 

difference. 

Richard and 

John B once 

again led the 

music with 

guitar and 

mandolin, John 

and Celia took 

us through the Sellotape story, Elizabeth led our 

prayers and David said The Grace. 

Goodbye to Tim and Jane   With Bishop Mark in 

attendance on Dec. 11th  

we took the opportunity 

to ask him to give a 

leaving gift to Tim and 

Jane Hough for all their 

work at St Bart's, 

particularly with Cafe 

Church. Tim gave a short 

speech of thanks and 

Bishop Mark said a 

prayer for their new 

home and life in Wales. 

New defibrillator       The Parish Council has provided 

a new 

defibrillator, 

sat in a 

Yellow 

cabinet, 5 

meters to 

the left of 

the Village Hall entrance. You can now place a 999 

Ambulance call to retrieve the code and open the 

cabinet to access the defib. 



CHURCH MINSHULL PARISH COUNCIL                                   

last met on 29th November. Invited to 

the meeting were local councillor, 

Sarah Pochin, Lynn Riley, to represent our MP Edward 

Timpson and Antoinette Sandbach who used to be our 

MP until 2019. There were 14 residents also present 

with 6 members of our Parish Council. There were five 

matters presented: *Parish Council progression    * 

Supply of sandbags to help anyone if they were 

getting flooded * Improvements to our local 

footpaths, including a dog poo bin * The plan for a 

defibrillator to be placed on the Village Hall external 

wall and * The 2020 Neighbourhood Development 

Plan approved by Cheshire East and local residents 

with the aim that appropriate conditions would be 

sustained.                                                                                                       

We are also working with the Village Hall Committee 

to rebuild the Hall. Cheshire East have been asked to 

review the plan but expect to take about a year 

before they can do so. The Clerk advised that Sarah 

Garrington had resigned from the Parish Council and 

the vacancy would be publicised in accordance with 

the relevant legislation.                                                                 

Borough Cllr Pochin provided an update on Cheshire 

East Council matters, which included concerns about 

the financial position, and reviews into the planning 

and cemetery functions. Councillors expressed 

concern at the lack of progress on the numerous 

highways and flooding issues that had been raised 

over many years and Cllr Pochin agreed to raise a 

number of these issues with the Borough Council 

directly, in particularly the buffer zones along the 

B5074. Councillors discussed the submission to the 

Traffic Commissioner regarding the Delphic depot, but 

there was no further update. Clr Boote provided an 

update on progress regarding the redevelopment of 

the Village Hall. Invoices for the architect and the bat 

survey had been 

received, of 

which the Council 

had agreed to 

fund 50%, with 

the Village Hall 

Committee 

funding the 

remainder.                                        

A defibrillator 

and box will be 

hired from ‘defib 

machines’ at a 

cost of £2 per 

day. (See page 6).                                                                                                7 

 

 



   

                                                                           

                                                                    

    

 Cross Lane, Church Minshull, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 6DY 

Telephone 01270 522 348        Email: info@badgerinn.co.uk        www.badgerinn.co.uk 

Opening hours 

Sunday to Thursday  11am – 10pm   

Friday & Saturday  11am – 11pm 

Food served daily until 9pm               

Book Your table now     

 Accommodation 

   

Insight Magazine is provided by St Bart’s church for the whole Church 

Minshull community. We will therefore, cease taking paying adverts with 

this issue, but will continue to advertise local businesses and events,           

free of charge. To contact us, please see the details on Page 2. 



 


